






















•In the past quarter century, the relation¬ 
ship between the States and the central gov¬ 
ernment has been profoundly altered by the 
mushroom growth of “Federal grants in aid.” 

It is important to know precisely how these 
programs operate, how they affect the finances 
of thr State and its political sub-divisions, 
and how our people have come to depend on 
them. At the direction of the Virginia Gen¬ 
eral Assembly, the Commission therefore 
undertook an exhaustive study of Federal 
grants in Virginia; and while these findings, 
published in 1%2, have primary application 
to public administration in Virginia, they 
provide a valuable case study for all States 
and localities. 

•If the people are to plan intelligently on 
where they are going, in terms of the State 
and Federal relationship, it is necessary first 
to know where they have been. The Com¬ 
mission therefore has undertaken a series of 
publications dealing with the structure of 
American constitutional government. These 
publications, sent to a nationwide mailing list 
of nearly 28,000 individuals and institutions, 
in 19t>3 will be bound in a reference volume 
to be known as lie the States. 

In addition to these specific and continuing projects, 
the Commission undertakes through its members an 
extensive program of speaking engagements at colleges 
and university forums, and before civic and patriotic 
groups. We attempt to assist members of the Congress 
on request, by doing research on programs related to 
the Commission’s responsibilities. 

The Commission’s work is financed through a State 
appropriation of $125,000 a year. Its publications are 
distributed without charge to educational institutions. 
A nominal charge is asked for the supply of material 
in quantity to others who may request it. 

To answer a question that frequently is asked: The 
Virginia Commission on Constitutional Government is 
not concerned with the social aspects of racial separa¬ 
tion in the public schools or elsewhere. Our concern 
with Brown v. Board of Education arises wholly from 
the impact of that decision upon long-established doc¬ 
trines of constitutional law. Our concern with sit- 


ins” is that at least the same respect be pa d the 
property owner, exercising h:s right to the peaceful 
possession of his property, that is paid the d-nous-rator 
exercising his right to free speech. 

The Commission’s interests go beyond matters that 
may arise out of region or race. Our goal is to do 
all within our power to promote a restoration of con¬ 
stitutional government throughout the United ota'es. 
It should be as important to Oregon, or Michigan, or 
Maine, as it is important to Virginia that the Stares be 
left free to exercise their reserved powers respectrce’j, 
as the Constitution commands. Our sy>rem of govern¬ 
ment embraces a dual citizenship: “All persons born 
or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States 
and of the State uhe-ran they reside.’ Th - seer.' : 
citizenship carries with it rights, privileges. and p—- 
rogatives that ought never to be obscure! the scstem 
makes possible a variety of political expe- -vent. and a 
healthy difference in laws and institutions, of .mm.er-se 
value to the vitality of our Republic. 

Our Commission is not in any sense a* - war w th 
the Federal government. The concept of const.tut ml 
government we seek to preserve most assuredlv de¬ 
mands a strong central government, vested with a’I 
necessary and proper powers to act in fields ot truly 
national concern. Our aim is simply that a ba! -nee 
be restored, and that the States be encouraged to ns : st 
upon exercising the powers reserved to them. Trwa-i 
the fulfillment of that purpose, we respectfully so’cit 
the support of l.ke-minded Americans evervwhe-e. 

Davtp J. M ays, 

Chairman. 



